88         THE INVISIBLE INFLUENCE

be entranced; for a great Fakir had come and had dug a great
trench so that it extended more than a quarter of a mile: this did
he and the other inhabitants of this village fill with wood and
material that would burn; and threw on this, coal and a multitude
of ashes and it did blaze like a furnace. One had to stand afar
off, so great was the heat thereof. All this time the Fakir chanted
through the Mohamedan prayers and asked those who would
follow him to do the same. As the fire burnt down (many having
thrown in their handkerchiefs in order to test the reality of the
fire and that it was no illusion of the senses), and the ashes shone
red with heat, then did the Fakir proceed to walk barefooted upon
the ashes which still shone brightly. He proceeded with footsteps
that were slow and resolute, taking some ten minutes to walk on
the ashes the whole length of the trench. He then came along and
showed us that not one blister was there, nor any soreness or pain
in his feet. He implored others to follow him with either bare or
stockinged feet but that all boots should be removed. Only those
who really believed and faithfully repeated the prayers after him
should follow himi The Commissioner, the Collector, Police
Chief and many others did follow him, walking on the red-hot
ashes; and not one of them either had blisters or holes in their
stockings for the heat had had no power upon them, and was
unable to even burn one single hole in the stocking: no one even
felt the heat who partook in this religious ceremony of the
East.

The next day a sensational trial was held concerning the kid-
napping and murder of a companion, by some Jews, for sacrificial
purposes. Some of the children, most of whom were either
Christian or Hindoo, swore to the kidnapping and murder by
these Jews. The idea had been suggested to them so imperatively
that they believed in the reality.

Imaginative children are often punished for lying when their
only fault is self-deception. This is a lesson which every parent
and teacher should take to heart.

Many barristers are masters in the art of suggestion, and can
make a weak witness contradict himself almost at pleasure: they
even use the expression, <<! suggest."

It can be seen how psychologically suggestion can be carried
still further. The committal of a much-talked-of crime is very
likely to be followed by others similar to it, the outcome of imitation
and suggestion; and one sees how, after a murder, weakminded
but innocent people often cause much trouble to the authorities
by false confession and self-accusation.